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Dar fs, Farguhar,

As tha sesuly of @ recen) adogtion agplication, we are rovising oae policy aad practioes with respsct
e ate adopiens from other jurisdictions, moest ofien Mo,

In the past, the practics had been to accepl thal private aut of province adoptions did not nzed 1o et
the reguiraments of Section 70 (1) as long as the placenient occurred in anathar jurisdiction, according
10 143 regquiremients. This interpreiation was recently questianed by the Court and, 34 a resull, we have
reviswad our practice and detgnmingd that it neads to be revised to ensure that Uiz aligned with the
restrictions on placement guilined in Section 70 (1) of the Chitdren and Furily Sarvives Act:

T A child shall not ba placed or receivad for Lhe purpose of adoption exeept where

(ai tha child i a child in the cara of a child-placing agency,
(2 the ol s placed by the father o mother with a relative of tha father or molior or

-
'

{e] oie of the appheants for adoption is the father or mother of the child,

Frivate intgrprovineial adaplions do not meet any of thess criteria, There is, howser, a remedy in lhe
Act, Section 704 {1). but it does mean that children will nead to raside with thelr prospective adaptive
pargnts foe 24 consecutive months and meet the other criteria eutlined in this section before the Motice

of Propased Adoption can he fiied. Soction 708 (1) reads as follows:

FA L A porien whos has had the physical care and conira! of a child for more (han 24 ronsacuiive

ronihs may, duting the further contineance of that peciod of physical care and control, cornmence
eroceedings for aduplion within the meaning of clause [a} of subsection {2} of Section 87 if, and ¢ ondy if,

(4} Al necessary consonts for adaption havs been obtained or have been srdered dispansad with
pursiant to Section 75;
1B} a parent whose consent to the adaption has been vbtained bas, before, gving the conseat

recetved professional counsslling by 8 persan or a member of a4 ciass of persons approvad for
thar pin pose by tie Minister;

-
T



3 sl andd rnadical histery respucting the hiological fathar and Lha biological mothar has hesn
prepaced, i the Rinkoaical Fathize sud the biological mathar. o7 alhar of them, are kaoswsn and

(e

auvattable 3 a person or @ member of a dass of persony approved for that purposs by the

belianstas dinl
(d) the person has bean approvad by a chilil-placing agency Far the adoption of the child,

W wall b2 werking ¢n a process o ersiee thar stalf in other jusisdictions, are ahle t assist in meshng
Pz reteirainants of subsacliong (B amnd {8)

We are notiying our adoption staff, private practitioners and the anthoriries iv Nunavat of our change
i practice but are requesting your assistance in comveying the change 1o members of the Canadian Bar

Association, Fambly Law Section.

If you or your irembars have further quaslions, plegse direct thom e me ar to Paula Murnn, Arting
Manuger of Adoption Sawvices

Thank you for yaue attention Lo this niatar,

Hnerely yours,

D S

hiicl Welfare

o Ms. Paula Murrin, BSw, RswW



