
Existing Standard 

Equity and Diversity 

A lawyer and law firm must treat all persons in a manner 
consistent with best practices in human rights law and 
the Code of Professional Conduct, and have a 
proportionate and principled written policy with regards 
to such practices.1 

These best practices include management and conduct 
of the practice of the lawyer or law firm that respects 
equity and diversity.2 

In considering policies selected for these best practices, 
in the context of the particular lawyer or law firm, the 
lawyer or law firm shall consider all relevant factors to 
that lawyer or law firm including: 

     (a) the development of fair and unbiased criteria in the 
recruitment, selection, and retention of clerks, lawyers, 
and staff; 

     (b) management policies appropriate for the lawyer 
or law firm including anti-harassment, anti-
discrimination, parental leave, accommodations for 
persons with disabilities, cultural competence, and  

     (c) a meaningful process to enforce such policies.3 

 

 

Proposed revisions 

Equity, Diversity, Inclusion and Accessibility  

• A lawyer and law firm must treat all persons 
with dignity and respect and in a manner 
consistent with the spirit and the letter of best 
practices in human rights law, and the Code 

of Professional Conduct, and relevant health 
and safety and accessibility laws.  

• A law firm must have proportionate and 
principled written policies with regards to such 
practices obligations.1 

These best practices include management and 
conduct of the practice of the lawyer or law firm 
that respects equity and diversity.2 

In considering When adopting policies selected for 
these best practices, in the context of the 
particular lawyer or law firm, the lawyer or law firm 
shall consider all relevant factors to that lawyer or law 
firm including: 

     (a) the development of fair and unbiased criteria 
in the recruitment, selection, and retention of clerks, 
lawyers, and staff; 

     (b) management policies appropriate for the 
lawyer or law firm including anti-harassment, anti-



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Footnotes 

1 Human Rights Act, RSNS 1989, c 214, s. 3. Employment 

Equity Act, SC 1995, c 44. Nova Scotia Barristers’ 
Society, Code of Professional Conduct, Halifax: Nova 
Scotia Barristers’ Society, 2012, section 6.3 and 3.1; 
consider element #9 of the Management System for 

Ethical Legal Practice. 

2 Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society: Vision and Values 

discrimination, parental leave, accommodations for 
persons with disabilities, cultural competence;  

     (c) a meaningful process to enforce such policies 
including regular review of existing policies and the 
creation of new policies as needed, and; .2 

     (d) reference to protection against reprisal(s).3 

Commentary 

A lawyer should foster a professional environment 
that is respectful, accessible, and inclusive, and 
should strive to recognize their own internal biases 
and take particular care to avoid engaging in 
practices that would reinforce those biases, when 
offering services to the public and when organizing 
their workplace. (s. 6.3 of Code of Professional 

Conduct) 

Footnotes 

1 Human Rights Act, RSNS 1989, c 214, s. 
3.; Employment Equity Act, SC 1995, c 44.; Nova Scotia 
Barristers’ Society, Code of Professional Conduct, 
Halifax: Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society, 2012, section 
6.3 and 3.1; consider element #9 of Self-Assessing 

your Law Firm (MSELP) - Nova Scotia Barristers’ 

Society (nsbs.org); Occupational Health and Safety 

Act, RSNS 1996, c 7, s. 45, 46; Accessibility Act, RSNS 
2017, c 2. 

http://www.canlii.org/en/ns/laws/stat/rsns-1989-c-214/latest/rsns-1989-c-214.html
http://www.canlii.org/en/ca/laws/stat/sc-1995-c-44/latest/sc-1995-c-44.html
http://www.canlii.org/en/ca/laws/stat/sc-1995-c-44/latest/sc-1995-c-44.html
https://nsbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/CodeofProfessionalConduct.pdf
http://nsbs.org/management-systems-ethical-legal-practice-mselp
http://nsbs.org/management-systems-ethical-legal-practice-mselp
https://nsbs.org/about/who-we-are-and-what-we-do/
http://www.canlii.org/en/ns/laws/stat/rsns-1989-c-214/latest/rsns-1989-c-214.html
http://www.canlii.org/en/ca/laws/stat/sc-1995-c-44/latest/sc-1995-c-44.html
https://nsbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/CodeofProfessionalConduct.pdf
https://nsbs.org/legal-profession/your-practice/practice-support-resources/mselp/
https://nsbs.org/legal-profession/your-practice/practice-support-resources/mselp/
https://nsbs.org/legal-profession/your-practice/practice-support-resources/mselp/
https://www.canlii.org/en/ns/laws/stat/sns-1996-c-7/latest/sns-1996-c-7.html?autocompleteStr=occupation&autocompletePos=1&resultId=023b1524f86642b1b75b6c72530b90d9&searchId=2024-05-06T09:19:33:019/0278ad3efcd4418089beecd3054a824d
https://www.canlii.org/en/ns/laws/stat/sns-1996-c-7/latest/sns-1996-c-7.html?autocompleteStr=occupation&autocompletePos=1&resultId=023b1524f86642b1b75b6c72530b90d9&searchId=2024-05-06T09:19:33:019/0278ad3efcd4418089beecd3054a824d
https://www.canlii.org/en/ns/laws/stat/sns-2017-c-2/latest/sns-2017-c-2.html?autocompleteStr=ACCESSIBILITY&autocompletePos=1&resultId=dbbafd8f7aff44bd91134a05dbc16e79&searchId=2024-05-06T09:20:03:144/be88eb69de844371958ea652c5bda08e


3 Shah v. George Brown College, 2009 HRTO 920 (CanLII) 
[Ont. Human Rights Tribunal] 

Additional Resources 

Templates 

• Model Policy: Workplace Equality (July 2007) Law
Society of British Columbia 

• Model Equity Policies for Law Firms, Law Society of
Alberta 

• Guidelines for Drafting and Implementing a
Diversity and Equality Policy in Legal Workplaces & 
Sample Diversity and Equality Policy, (February 
2005) Law Society of Alberta 

• Guide to Developing a Policy Regarding
Workplace Equity in Law Firms, (March 2003) Law 
Society of Upper Canada 

• Equity: Model Policies, Law Society of Manitoba
• Equity Model Policies, Publications & Reports, Law

Society of Upper Canada 

Documents 

Abella, Rosalie Silberman (October 1984) Report of the 
Commission on Equality in Employment 

2 Shah v. George Brown College, 2009 HRTO 
920 (CanLII) [Ont. Human Rights Tribunal] 

3
 Code of Professional Conduct, Halifax: Nova Scotia 

Barristers’ Society, 2012, section 6.3-4. 

Additional Resources 

Templates 

• Model Policy: Workplace Equality (July 2007)
Law Society of British Columbia 

• Cultural Competence & Equity, Diversity and
Inclusion - Law Society of Alberta 

• Equity and Diversity - The Law Society of
Manitoba 

• Model Policies & Guides - Lawyer | Law Society
of Ontario (lso.ca) 

Documents 

Ruck, Douglas, KC (October 29, 2024) Regaining 
Trust: Systemic Discrimination  in Nova Scotia’s Legal 
Community (The Ruck Report) 

http://www.canlii.org/en/on/onhrt/doc/2009/2009hrto920/2009hrto920.html?autocompleteStr=shah%20&autocompletePos=1
https://www.lawsociety.bc.ca/docs/practice/resources/Policy-Equality.pdf
http://www.lawsociety.ab.ca/lawyers/equity/equity_policies.aspx
http://www.lawsociety.ab.ca/files/equity/Guidelines_for_Drafting_and_Implementing_Diversity_and_Equality_Policy_2005.pdf
http://www.lawsociety.ab.ca/files/equity/Guidelines_for_Drafting_and_Implementing_Diversity_and_Equality_Policy_2005.pdf
http://www.lawsociety.ab.ca/files/equity/Guidelines_for_Drafting_and_Implementing_Diversity_and_Equality_Policy_2005.pdf
http://rc.lsuc.on.ca/pdf/equity/workplaceEquity.pdf
http://rc.lsuc.on.ca/pdf/equity/workplaceEquity.pdf
http://www.lawsociety.mb.ca/equity
http://www.lsuc.on.ca/with.aspx?id=2147487014
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/200/301/pco-bcp/commissions-ef/abella1984-eng/abella1984-eng.htm
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/200/301/pco-bcp/commissions-ef/abella1984-eng/abella1984-eng.htm
http://www.canlii.org/en/on/onhrt/doc/2009/2009hrto920/2009hrto920.html?autocompleteStr=shah%20&autocompletePos=1
http://www.canlii.org/en/on/onhrt/doc/2009/2009hrto920/2009hrto920.html?autocompleteStr=shah%20&autocompletePos=1
https://nsbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/CodeofProfessionalConduct.pdf
https://www.lawsociety.bc.ca/docs/practice/resources/Policy-Equality.pdf
https://www.lawsociety.ab.ca/resource-centre/key-resources/cultural-competence-equity-diversity-and-inclusion/
https://www.lawsociety.ab.ca/resource-centre/key-resources/cultural-competence-equity-diversity-and-inclusion/
https://lawsociety.mb.ca/about/lsm-initiatives/equity-and-diversity/
https://lawsociety.mb.ca/about/lsm-initiatives/equity-and-diversity/
https://lso.ca/lawyers/practice-supports-and-resources/equity-supports-resources/model-policies,-publications-reports?lang=en-ca
https://lso.ca/lawyers/practice-supports-and-resources/equity-supports-resources/model-policies,-publications-reports?lang=en-ca
https://nsbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/REGAINING-TRUST-The-Ruck-Report-Oct-29-2024-2.pdf
https://nsbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/REGAINING-TRUST-The-Ruck-Report-Oct-29-2024-2.pdf
https://nsbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/REGAINING-TRUST-The-Ruck-Report-Oct-29-2024-2.pdf


Babiuk, Buchert, Chiekwe & Hong (November 2014) 
“Cultural Competency and Diversity in the Nova Scotia 
Legal Profession: Final Summary Report“ 

Brown, Jennifer (September 20, 2013) “Survey of lawyers 
to examine experience of sexual minorities in 
profession”, Legal Feeds 

Dumke, Kathryn and Kevin Hong (July 2015) Equity and 
Diversity in Legal Practice. 

Morse, Gail H. (July 2009) “Is It Time for a LGBT Call to 
Action?”, Embracing Diversity: Tort Trial & Insurance 
Practice Section of the American Bar Association’s 
Diversity Newsletter 

Rouse, Hanna N. (18 November 2010) “Lawyers Discuss 
LGBT Barriers”, The Harvard Crimson 

Addressing Discriminatory Barriers Facing Aboriginal 
Law Students and Lawyers (April 2000) Aboriginal Law 
Graduates Working Group, Law Society of British 
Columbia. 

BLAC Report on Education: Redressing Inequity – 
Empowering Black Learners (1994) Black Learners 
Advisory Committee (BLAC) 

Challenges Facing Racialized Licensees: Final 
Report (March 11, 2014) Law Society of Upper Canada 

Articling Survey 2024 Results - Nova Scotia Barristers’ 
Society
 Racial Equity Survey Report (October, 2024 - NSBS) 
Abella, Rosalie Silberman (October 1984) Report of 
the Commission on Equality in Employment 

Babiuk, Buchert, Chiekwe & Hong (November 2014) 
“Cultural Competency and Diversity in the Nova 
Scotia Legal Profession: Final Summary Report“ 

Nova Scotia Barristers Society – Gender Equity 
Committee Final Report – May, 2022. 

Dumke, Kathryn and Kevin Hong (July 2015) Equity 
and Diversity in Legal Practice. 

National - Improving inclusion for gender-diverse 
people (nationalmagazine.ca) 

Lawyers Discuss LGBT Barriers | News | The Harvard 
Crimson (thecrimson.com) 

'Kindness can accomplish everything:' Lawyers 
discuss LGBTQ2+ inclusion in the workplace | Law 
Times (lawtimesnews.com) 

Report: Addressing discriminatory barriers facing 
Aboriginal law students and lawyers, April 2000 
(lawsociety.bc.ca) 

https://lians.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/PBSC-Cultural-Competency-and-Diversity-Final-Report.pdf-00065928xC22B8.pdf
https://lians.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/PBSC-Cultural-Competency-and-Diversity-Final-Report.pdf-00065928xC22B8.pdf
http://www.canadianlawyermag.com/legalfeeds/1687/survey-of-lawyers-to-examine-experience-of-sexual-minorities-in-profession.html
http://www.canadianlawyermag.com/legalfeeds/1687/survey-of-lawyers-to-examine-experience-of-sexual-minorities-in-profession.html
http://www.canadianlawyermag.com/legalfeeds/1687/survey-of-lawyers-to-examine-experience-of-sexual-minorities-in-profession.html
https://lians.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Equity-and-Diversity-in-Legal-practice-paper-July-2015-00075964xC22B8.pdf
https://lians.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Equity-and-Diversity-in-Legal-practice-paper-July-2015-00075964xC22B8.pdf
https://jenner.com/system/assets/publications/1133/original/GailMorse_EmbracingDiversity.pdf
https://jenner.com/system/assets/publications/1133/original/GailMorse_EmbracingDiversity.pdf
http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2010/11/18/law-gay-students-school/
http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2010/11/18/law-gay-students-school/
https://www.lawsociety.bc.ca/docs/publications/reports/AboriginalReport.pdf
https://www.lawsociety.bc.ca/docs/publications/reports/AboriginalReport.pdf
http://acs.ednet.ns.ca/sites/default/files/BLAC%20Report%20on%20Education%20Vol%201-3.pdf
http://acs.ednet.ns.ca/sites/default/files/BLAC%20Report%20on%20Education%20Vol%201-3.pdf
http://www.stratcom.ca/wp-content/uploads/manual/Racialized-Licensees_Full-Report.pdf
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https://nsbs.org/society-news/articling-survey-2024-results/
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/200/301/pco-bcp/commissions-ef/abella1984-eng/abella1984-eng.htm
http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/200/301/pco-bcp/commissions-ef/abella1984-eng/abella1984-eng.htm
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https://nsbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/GEC-Report.FINAL_.pdf
https://lians.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Equity-and-Diversity-in-Legal-practice-paper-July-2015-00075964xC22B8.pdf
https://lians.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Equity-and-Diversity-in-Legal-practice-paper-July-2015-00075964xC22B8.pdf
https://nationalmagazine.ca/en-ca/articles/legal-market/law-firms/2023/improving-inclusion-for-gender-diverse-people
https://nationalmagazine.ca/en-ca/articles/legal-market/law-firms/2023/improving-inclusion-for-gender-diverse-people
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2010/11/18/law-gay-students-school/
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2010/11/18/law-gay-students-school/
https://www.lawtimesnews.com/resources/practice-management/kindness-can-accomplish-everything-lawyers-discuss-lgbtq2-inclusion-in-the-workplace/378724
https://www.lawtimesnews.com/resources/practice-management/kindness-can-accomplish-everything-lawyers-discuss-lgbtq2-inclusion-in-the-workplace/378724
https://www.lawtimesnews.com/resources/practice-management/kindness-can-accomplish-everything-lawyers-discuss-lgbtq2-inclusion-in-the-workplace/378724
https://www.lawsociety.bc.ca/Website/media/Shared/docs/publications/reports/AboriginalReport.pdf
https://www.lawsociety.bc.ca/Website/media/Shared/docs/publications/reports/AboriginalReport.pdf
https://www.lawsociety.bc.ca/Website/media/Shared/docs/publications/reports/AboriginalReport.pdf
https://nsbs.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/NSBS-Racial-Equity-Survey-Report-EMBARGOED-to-Oct-15-2024.pdf


Employment Equity in the Legal Profession in Nova 
Scotia (2012) Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society 

Employment Equity within the NSBS Membership 
(September 2014) R.A. Malatest & Associates Ltd. 

Equality and Diversity (November 2014) Solicitors 
Regulation Authority 

Equality and Diversity Requirements: SRA 
Handbook (July 2012) Solicitors Regulation Authority 

Equality and Diversity Rules of the BSB 
Handbook (September 2012) Bar Standards Board 

Equality in Employment: A Royal Commission Report. 
General Summary; Published in Canadian Woman 
Studies (1984) Vol. 6, no. 4, p 5-7. 

Equity portal: Developing an equity strategy in your legal 
workplace, Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society  

Executive Summary: Retention of Women in  Private 
Practice Working Group (May 2008) Law Society of 
Upper Canada 

Final Report: Aboriginal Bar Consultation (January 29, 
2009) Equity Initiatives Department, Law Society of 
Upper Canada 

Fostering Employment Equity and Diversity in the Nova 
Scotia Legal Profession (August 2000) Employment 

BLAC Report on Education: Redressing Inequity – 
Empowering Black Learners (1994) Black Learners 
Advisory Committee (BLAC) 

Working Together For Change: Strategies To Address 
Issues Of Systemic Racism In The Legal Professions 
(lawsocietyontario.azureedge.net) 

Equality and Diversity (November 2014) Solicitors 
Regulation Authority 

SRA | Encouraging equality, diversity and inclusion | 
Solicitors Regulation Authority 
 
Report of the Commission on Equality in 
Employment / Judge Rosalie Silberman Abella, 
commissioner. : MP43-157/1-1984E-PDF - 
Government of Canada Publications - Canada.ca 
 
Equity & Access Resources - Nova Scotia Barristers’ 
Society (nsbs.org) 
 
Microsoft Word - CLA Womens Study February 2016 
Final.docx (criminallawyers.ca) 
 
2009-final-report-of-the-indigenous-bar-
consultation_1.pdf (lawsocietyontario.azureedge.net) 

Fostering Employment Equity and Diversity in the 
Nova Scotia Legal Profession (August 2000) 
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Equity Guidelines Committee: Nova Scotia Barristers’ 
Society 

“Kirby says gay lawyers still face discrimination” (24 June 
2010) Lawyers Weekly 
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Royal Commission on the Donald Marshall, Jr., 
Prosecution: digest of finding and 
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